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subject: I assured him, with grim courtesy, that nothing
had happened, and wished him good morning. As for
Musseus, I just contrived to greet him the first day with a
faint, agonising smile, and ever after I shunned him. No-
thing could annoy Musasus long, and he would soon have
forgotten his pain, as he had already, perhaps, freed his
memory from any vivid recollection of the former pleasure
which our friendship had undoubtedly brought him. He
welcomed enjoyment with a smile, and was almost as cheer-
ful when he should have been much less pleased.

But although Musseus was content to be thus quiet, the
world in which he lived determined that he should be less
phlegmatic. As they had nothing better to do, they took
his quarrel upon themselves. i He certainly has behaved
infamously to Musseus. Tou know they were always
together. I wonder what it can be ! As for the rest of the
school, that is in comparison nothing; but Musseus, you
know they were decided cronies. I never knew fellows
more together. I wonder what it can be ! If I were Mu-
S83US I certainly would come to an explanation. We must
put him up to it. If Musaeus asks him he cannot refuse,
and then we shall know what it is all about.'

They at length succeeded in beating it into poor Musseus'
head, that he had been very ill-treated and must be very
unhappy, and they urged him to insist upon an explanation.
But Musaeus was no hand at demanding explanation ; and
he deputed the task to a friend.

I was alone, sitting on a gate, in a part of the grounds
which was generally least frequented, when I heard a shout
which, although I could not guess its cause, sounded in my
ear with something of a menacing and malignant expression.
The whole school, headed by the deputy, were finding me
out, in order that the important question might be urged,
that the honour of Mussaus might be supported, and their
own curiosity gratified.